
Spiritual Care Services 

1116 Medical Campus Road, Suite 2904
Hagerstown, Md. 21742

301-790-8716
MeritusHealth.com

Community CPE 
Institute

Meritus Medical Center’s
Community CPE Institute is

organized through the department of 
spiritual care services
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The CPE program at Meritus Medical Center is 
organized through the department of spiritual 
care services. The department is committed to 
providing training and consultation services to 
institutions, professionals and persons in need in 
the community. The program utilizes the adult 
“action-reaction-reflection” learning process 
which is central to clinical training. One of the 
basic tenets of CPE is that trainees are involved 
in hands-on, direct, experiential learning as they 
minister to people and reflect on their actions and 
reactions during these caregiving experiences. It 
is not primarily academic or classroom learning, 
although there is a didactic component to it. 
The primary textbook of the program is the 
reading of the “living human document” within 
the trainee’s “clinical” or ministry context. CPE 
trainees in the Meritus Medical Center program 
will learn to reflect on their involvement with 
those who are in crisis due to illnesses, disasters, 
traumas and/or life-changing events. By thinking 
through and analyzing these experiences with 
their peers and supervisor, trainees are provided 
with the necessary tools to enhance their pastoral 
functioning in their area of specialization.

Online Access 
Online access is available to trainees who are 

located too far from the hospital to attend in 
person. Trainees will be able to access training 
online through a Zoom teleconferencing 
application on their computers or other devices. 
For online access to work seamlessly, trainees 
need to have the required online speed of 20 
megabits per second or higher.  This may require 
extra costs.

Meritus Medical Center’s Clinical 
Pastoral Education Program For 
The Community:

A flexible, year-round extended 
program for busy people.



What Is Community CPE Institute? 
Clinical Pastoral Education or CPE at Meritus 

Medical Center is a vibrant and creative program 
designed to enrich the ministries and skills of 
seminary graduates, chaplains, faith leaders and 
other pastoral caregivers in the community. It 
uses the “action-reaction-reflection” approach to 
learning in a variety of training sites, including 
hospitals; hospice locations; churches, mosques 
and temples; counseling centers; and at other 
community service organizations.

Learning Tools 

• A small interdisciplinary/interfaith group 
engagement 

• Case studies for clinical analysis and theological 
reflection 

• Didactic seminars and workshops 

• Spiritual reflection 

• Individual supervision 

• Familiarity with basic clinical, behavioral 
sciences and theological literature in the 
pastoral care and counseling field 

Focus Areas 
Training focuses on four competencies in 

ministry:

• Pastoral Reflection: Cultivating an 
understanding of self as a foremost tool in 
pastoral care and counseling, while benefiting 
from supervisor and peer group feedback.

• Pastoral Competence: Insights and resources 

in becoming skilled in clinical analysis, 
intercultural, interfaith and interdisciplinary 
competence.

• Pastoral Formation: Increasing awareness of 
pastoral identity and roles and assistance in 
defining and maintaining sound professional 
boundaries.

• Pastoral Specialization: Equips chaplains, 
pastors, religious leaders and other caregiving 
professionals with clinical assessment and 
intervention skills in their area of ministry; 
enables trainees to meet the psycho-spiritual 
and emotional needs of clients/patients. 

Who May Apply 
CPE is available to chaplains, pastors, religious 

leaders, counselors and “helping” professionals 
from the community. This program would enable 
you to: 

• Receive an introductory CPE unit or additional 
units for professional growth 

• Work toward certification as pastoral counselor 
and/or clinical chaplain 

• Be endorsed by his/her faith community in a 
specialized field 

• Qualify for future employment opportunities in 
chaplaincy ministries 

Meritus Medical Center does not discriminate 
against any individual for reasons of race, color, 
national origin, gender, age, physical disability, 
sexual orientation, faith group or military status. 
Equal access to educational opportunities like 
CPE is extended to all “qualified persons.” This 
policy notwithstanding, all CPE trainees accepted 
in the program shall be able, with reasonable 

accommodation, to physically and emotionally 
perform their duties. Further, each CPE trainee is 
required to have a “clinic,” a place of ministry to 
fulfill the hours required for the program. 

Program Details 
CPE Units 

• Three (3) full units per year 

• Two (2) extended units from January-June or 
July-December 

Unit-Hours Requirements 

• 100+ hours of training including didactics 
• 300+ employment and/or volunteer hours at 

Meritus Medical Center or in a clinic

Duration of Units 

Full = 15-16 
Extended = 26 weeks

Hours of Operation 
Monday, Wednesday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Cost 
Tuition is $800 per unit.  There is also a $50 

nonrefundable registration deposit with application 
or registration. A unit-fee scholarship of up to 100% 
is available for qualified trainees who see patients in 
the hospital. Fees are subject to change. 

 

For more information, call or email: 
Phone number: 301-790-8716
Email: orville.browne@meritushealth.com 

Program Director/Supervisor 
Orville Browne, Th.D.,  
Clinical Pastoral Supervisor for CPSP 


